Versions of Exploration Historiography Essay and Debate

Exploration and the conquest of the New World is a topic on which historians have diametrically opposing viewpoints.  While some historians glorify the significance of the explorers and conquistadors, others demonize them.  Others propose that it had very little to do with human choices at all.  What makes our interpretation of this period of history more complex is when non-historians weigh in on the topic.  For this project you will become expert in one “version of exploration,” that puts forth an argument as to what makes the Age of Exploration significant to history.

There are three different versions of exploration that will circulate in class, and here is a synopsis of each:
1. Charles Van Doren – classic Great Man Theory about Western genius

2. Howard Zinn – Demonizes Columbus, exploration exported the negatives

3. Jared Diamond – Neither, the conquest was a product of geography that led to innovation

Each one of you will be assigned to one of the versions of exploration above.  (Today) Tonight, become an expert in your assigned historiographical argument and prepare for a debate.  I encourage you to find out more about each author and his thesis on the web.

The Debate
Wednesday’s (12/06)/Thursday’s (12/07) and Friday’s (12/08) in-class debate will be structured like an oral essay, so it will proceed slower than your standard argument among friends.  

Here is the essay prompt:

Which historiographical version of the Age of Exploration is most accurate?  Discuss and analyze one historian’s perspective on the significance of the Age of Exploration, supporting it with historical evidence.
For Tuesday, be prepared to:

· Summarize your version of exploration history with specificity and accuracy

· Support that version of history with evidence from the textbook and whatever other sources (minimum of five) you can find.  
· Present a clear thesis statement

· Have your article read and annotated 

The format of this debate will look more like a “thesis defense.”  In college, upper-level history students write their own versions of history (a “thesis”) and then must present their writings (a “defense”) to an academic panel.  After the presentation of their thesis in detail – basically an oral paper – the panel gets to question the argument and the student must defend.

Each team will have time in class on Monday, MONDAY & TUESDAY (DECEMBER 6TH & 7TH) to organize how you will present your version of history (which will really be Van Doren’s, Zinn’s, or Diamond’s).  
1. The group will divide their argument into an opener that includes the thesis (intro), organized groupings of supportive evidence (body paragraphs), and a closing argument that re-states the thesis (conclusion).  

2. Each person in the group should be assigned to one of the above parts of the argument to create smaller groups.  

3. Within the small group, each person should have a role presenting specific evidence from your research.

After a team presents, the audience will function as the panel with expertise in an opposing viewpoint.  They will ask questions that the team will need to answer.

Grading

The debate will also be scored as an oral essay, but the rubric will be tweaked to include oral participation (as a presenter and part of the panel).

Calendar of Events

Today: You’ll be assigned to the historian.  For homework you will read that historian’s version of this time period.

TUESDAY (11/28): I’ll assign group leaders to represent each of the historians.  The group leaders will direct a discussion about how this oral essay should be organized (the topics of the body paragraphs).  Once that is complete, the group leader will help organize students into smaller groups to represent each paragraph of the essay (including into and conclusion).

For the rest of the week, students will be working in their smaller groups.

· If you are working on the introduction, be sure to create your own version of the thesis presented by your historian and provide a brief overview of the evidence (like previewing your body paragraphs)

· If you are assigned to a body paragraph be sure to present a clear topic sentence before any specific evidence is brought forth.  Each group member should present multiple pieces of evidence from either your reading, research, or World History: Patterns of Interaction.

· If you are assigned to the conclusion, be sure to restate your most convincing evidence, answer the “Yeah, so what?” question and leave the panel with a clear impression of your thesis.

WEDNESDAY (12/06) – FRIDAY (12/08): Groups will present and defend their theses!
At the end of the debate, you will be responsible for your group’s presentation, your own contributions and a summary/self-assessment of the entire project.
THESIS PAPERS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO TURNITIN.COM BY 7:20 AM WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 06, 2017. ALSO, BRING A HARDCOPY TO CLASS.

