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Creon’s Speech

Scene 1 Rhetorical Analysis

Objective: Use details and evidence from Creon’s “Ship of State” Speech to support a rhetorical analysis of his address to the people of Thebes
RHETORIC:  The art of using language to persuade.

RHETORICAL STANCE:  The speaker’s position.  What he or she is arguing?
RHETORICAL PURPOSE:  What the speaker wants the audience to think or to do.  This can often be explained using an infinitive phrase.  Example:  MLK’s purpose in the “I Have a Dream” speech is to create unity among the races.
RHETORICAL STRATEGIES:  Any devices of language used by the speaker.  Examples include figurative language, connotative language, imagery, diction, syntax (sentence structure/parallelism), irony, tone.

RHETORICAL PROOFS:  Logos, ethos, and pathos.  The speaker’s use of rhetorical strategies will strengthen the rhetorical proofs—and lead to a more persuasive or effective speech.  
1.  What are two purposes of Creon’s speech?  Remember to use infinitive phrases. (2 points)

A. The purpose of Creon’s speech is to…

B.  The purpose of Creon’s speech is to…
2. At the beginning of the speech, what metaphor does he use to describe the state? Why is this an apt metaphor?  (How does it address the concerns of the audience?) (1 point)
3.  Identify the six principles Creon says will help guide him as a ruler. (3 points)
A.


B.


C. 


D.


E.


F.

4.  Explain why Creon’s principles are admirable. Why would his audience respect him for establishing these as his ethical guidelines? (1 point)
5.  What is his rhetorical stance on the burial of Polyneices? (1 point) Creon is arguing that…
6.  What evidence does he use to support his claim? Cite specific line numbers that support Creon’s claim about Polyneices. (1 point)
7.  How does he address any counterarguments? That is…what specific objections might be raised about his decree regarding the corpse of Polyneices? Why might these objections be raised by the citizens of Thebes? (Hint: Remember ancient Greek burial practices.) (1 point)
8.  What is noble and admirable about this speech? Cite at least two lines from the speech and explain why you think they are admirable. (2 points)
First line(s) you find admirable:

Explanation:

Second Line(s) you find admirable:

Explanation:

9.  What aspects of his speech hint at possible conflicts or less than noble aspects of his personality? Cite at least one specific line and explain why you think it is less than noble. (2 points)
Line:
Explanation:
10.  Tying it all together:  Find at least two examples of each of the following:


A.  Words with connotative meanings—be sure to explain effect.


B.  Significant syntactical choices—be sure to explain effect


C.  Diction:  Identify the type of diction he uses, and give two examples.


D.  Rhetoric appeals: one example each of logos, ethos and pathos


______ / 14

