NAME:
DATE:
PERIOD:


[image: image1.png]


Focus: Do you think Sobel will eventually marry Miriam? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“The First Seven Years” Short film Study Worksheet for Adaptations from Short Story
Read the questions before you watch the short film so that you will know what to look for while you watch. At the short film's end, you will have an opportunity to make short notes in the spaces provided. If you respond while the short film is playing, make sure that your responding doesn't interfere with carefully watching the short film. After the short film is over, you will be required to fully respond to the questions. 

Complete the assignment by answering each question in sentence form. Answers need to be complete and comprehensive, demonstrating that you paid attention to the short film and thought about what was shown on the screen.  
QUESTIONS AND NOTES
· Identify the short story you read and the short film from which it was adapted:

 A.  Short story: “The First Seven Years” by Bernard Malamud (Written in 1950, “The First Seven Years” was published in Bernard Malamud’s first collection of short stories, The Magic Barrel, in 1958.)
 B.    Title of short film adapted from the short story, director, year released: “The First Seven Years” directed by Rachel Saltz and Kryssa Schemmerling released in 1998
1.  How well do the characters in the short film reflect what is presented in the short story in terms of personality, appearance, action, and dialogue?  Which did you like better, the character in the short story or the character in the movie? Why? 
FELD:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SOBEL:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MAX:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MIRIAM: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is the major lesson that you took from the short story? Does that change in the short film?  If so, describe the change. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  How is the conflict in the short film presented in comparison to the short story? Describe significant differences and similarities. What did you think about these changes?    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  Compare and contrast the resolutions to the conflicts presented in the short story and in the short film.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  In terms of making the short story’s lesson clear from the resolution of the conflict, how does the short film compare to the short story? Include specific details.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Describe four elements or devices of fiction, such as motif, symbol, foreshadowing, flashback, foil, opposition, irony, or language choice (diction) that were used in the short story and carried over to the movie.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Exit: After watching the short film, do you think Sobel will eventually marry Miriam? Why or why not? If your opinion has changed, what about the short film brought about this change? If your opinion remains the same, what about the film convinced you that you were right in the first place?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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