Hannibal’s Route Across the Alps      218 B.C.

Elements of Historical Research

Task:   to use historical and geographical data to discover which mountain pass 


 Hannibal most likely used to enter Italy over the Alps.

1. What is the name of the Greek historian whose work is being analyzed, and what is the name of his written work?

2. What is the name of the Roman historian whose work is being analyzed, and what is the name of his written work?

3. How many days did it take for Hannibal and his army to cross the Alps? ____


a. On what day were they attacked, and captured the enemy town? ____

b. On what day did it begin to snow on the summit? ____

c. On what day was there a landslide? ____

d. How many days did it take to build a road for the elephants? ____

e. How many days did they rest after descending from the Alps? ____

4. Why did the Celtic tribe, the Allobroges, not attack the Carthaginian forces?

5. As a historian, what were Polybius’ strengths?

6. As a historian, what were Livy’s strengths?

7. According to all of the pieces of information that are agreed upon by both historians, which mountain pass (col) was the one Hannibal most likely used?

