Battle of Thermopylae 480 B.C.
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                                  Pass at Thermopylae

                     Helm of Spartan officer

              It means Hot Gates, a natural spring & spa                     The narrow West Gate      
[image: image3.jpg]


        [image: image4.jpg]


         [image: image5.jpg]



             300 Spartans                              Persian Immortals
           Xerxes, Persian King

     7,000 Greek allies also fought                                 (10,000)
     
             (200,000 Persian soldiers)  
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          Memorial at Thermopylae 


  Temple at Delphi where the

on the hillock where the last stand occurred.                  priestesses (oracles) would prophesy

www.300spartanwarriors.com  

“Come back with your shield, or on it.”  (Farewell of Spartan women to their warriors.)

Myth vs. Fact

As seen in the film 300, the Spartan King was Leonidas.  However, he was approximately 60 years old when he died at Thermopylae. 

In the film Spartans were shown to have carried a shield with the symbol of the inverted V, which is the Greek letter L (Lambda). Sparta was their city, but their country was called Lakedaemon. This symbol did indeed appear on Spartan shields, but it is uncertain whether it was used as early as Thermopylae. Warriors often used individual symbols:
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King Leonidas did lead the 300 to hold off the enemy until the army of the Greek allies could assemble. He chose only men who had sons to continue their bloodlines, as it was well known that this was a mission from which they would not return. Death for Sparta was the greatest honor a warrior could achieve. Spartan women accepted this honor without public tears.

At Thermopylae, the Persians had to pass through the very narrow rock passage to get to the triangular battlefield. At the opposite end of the field the Greeks had built the Phokian Wall. Only 4,000 Persians could fit on the plain, and it only took 1,000 Greeks to hold them off by the wall. By angling their troops, the Greeks did push many Persians off the cliffs by the sea. The Persians did lose many ships during a terrible storm, and lost to the Greek navy.

Xerxes did watch the battle from above on the first day.

Ephialtes, a Greek, betrayed a rearward pass to the Persians and the Greeks were finally almost surrounded. At the very end, only 100 Spartan knights were still able to fight. 400 squires, helots and Thespian warriors, who had all been given permission to leave, chose to remain also. One Spartan, whose vision was impaired, was allowed to leave before the end. He lived in infamy for the rest of his life, along with Ephialtes. 

The Persians were defeated when the Greeks used the time Leonidas and the others had purchased for them with their lives, to unite and confront the enemy.

