Name____________________________ Period_______ Gates of Fire (10 pts.)

1. What was the importance of the Greek victory over the Persians at Thermopylae, and later at Salamis and Plataea?

2. What was Leonidas’ response when asked to lay down his arms?

3. What was the purpose of the difficult drills for Spartan soldiers?

a. How much did each man’s full kit, armor and shield weigh?

4. What was the correct placement of a Spartan shield at all times? 

a. Why was it important?

5. How did Spartans practice the science of phobologia? 

a. Why was it important?

b. Why did Spartans sing before going into battle?

6. What were skytalides? 

a. Why were they made of wood?

7. What did wobbling spear shafts along the enemy line prior to battle indicate about the enemy?

a. How did they compare to Spartan spears? 


b. What did this indicate about the Spartans?

8. What was the sphagia that Leonidas performed?

9. What was the reaction of many of the enemy when the Spartan line moved their spears from vertical to attack formation (“spiking it”)?

10. What was the difference between the blood half and the wine half of the soldiers’ tickets?

a.  How were the slain identified?

11. How did the Spartans exhibit hesma phobou (fear-shedding) after the battle?

12. At Thermopylae, why did warriors exchange weapons or cloaks?

13. What did Dienekes say to inspire the soldiers at the last stand at Thermopylae?

14. How did Dienekes respond when told that the Persians could fire so many arrows that they would block out the sun?

15. How did the oracle’s prophecy about Athens come true - The wooden wall alone shall not fail you?

16. Name at least 3 effects upon the Greek population that occurred as a result of their victory over the Persians?
17. How do you define human courage?
(1 pt. Bonus) Explain the quote as it relates to Spartan warfare: 

The fox knows many tricks; the hedgehog one good one.

