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   Drawing by Andy Warhol 

356 - 323 B.C. 

(King of Macedonia at Age 20; Died at 32 Years of Age)

General Quotes:

1. I am indebted to my father for living, but to my teacher for living well.

2. There is nothing impossible to him who will try.

3. Remember upon the conduct of each depends the fate of all.

4. In faith and hope the world will disagree, But all mankind's concern is charity.

5. I had rather excel others in the knowledge of what is excellent, than in the extent of my power and dominion.

Quotes About Conquest:

6. Make generosity our first option. If an enemy shows the least sign of accommodation, match him twice over.

7. Let us conduct ourselves in such a fashion that all nations wish to be our friends and all fear to be our enemies.

8. I do not wish to fight war upon war, but by war to produce such a peace as will admit of no insurrection.

Quotes About Tactics, Battles, and Soldiers:

9. If I learn that an officer of mine has assumed a defensive posture in the field, that officer will never hold command under me again.

10. Before we make any move in the face of the enemy, we must ask ourselves, free of vanity and self-deception, how the foe will counter. Unearth every stroke and have an answer for it…Be merciless with yourself, for every careless act is paid for in our own blood…

11. Great multitudes are not necessary. The optimal size of a fighting force is that number that can march from one camp to another and arrive in one day. Any more are superfluous and only slow you down. (Alexander was always outnumbered against he enemies he defeated. In one battle, he won despite being outnumbered 8:1.)

12. All tactics in conventional warfare seek to produce this single result: a breakthrough in the enemy line. This is as true of naval warfare as it is of war on land…We concentrate our force and hurl it with utmost violence upon one point in the enemy line….I want to feel as if I hold a lightning bolt… No advantage is greater than speed.

13. A static defensive line is always vulnerable.

14. Don’t punch; counterpunch. The purpose of an initial …feint or draw… is to provoke the enemy into committing himself prematurely. Once he moves, we countermove.

15. The strength of cavalry is speed and shock. A static line of cavalry is no cavalry at all. 

(Alexander used phalanxes of cavalry called “Dragon’s Teeth” in wedges 50 men each.)

16. A horse must be a bit mad to be a good cavalry mount, and its rider must be completely so. (Alexander’s horse, Bucephalus lived and fought for 21 years.)…It takes 5 years to train a trooper and 10 to train his horse.

17. A cavalryman’s horse should be smarter than he is. But the horse must never be allowed to know this.

18. War is academic only on the mapboard. In the field it is all emotion.

19. An officer must lead from the front. How can we ask our soldiers to risk death 

if we ourselves shrink from hazard?

20. Heaven cannot brook two suns, nor earth two masters.
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